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Rich or poor, young or old, man or woman, your voice counts. 
Find out about the Millennium Development Goals and join the global campaign  
to end poverty by 2015. www.endpoverty2015.org
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global voices

LEADERS IN DEVELOPMENT

MARY MATHENGE

Mary Mathenge knows 
first-hand the effects of 
the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
As the General Manager of 
the National Co-operative 
Housing Union (NACHU) of 
Kenya, she sees how the 
disease devours not only 
those co-operative mem-
bers with the virus but also 
their livelihoods and scarce 
resources. Many are forced 
to use money reserved 
for shelter improvements 
to support sick family 
members. Since housing 
co-operatives depend on 
the physical and financial 
contributions of their indi-
vidual members to support 

all members of the commu-
nity, a blow to one is a blow 
to all.

Mary has been a com-
munity worker since the 
age of 12. She grew up in 
the Rift Valley in Kenya. 
Seeing people’s difficulty 
in securing housing and 
witnessing children drop out 
of school compelled her to 
focus on poverty reduction. 
“Housing and livelihoods 
are my passion,” she says. 
She started her career as a 
teacher and then worked 
as NACHU’s Education 
Coordinator before becom-
ing the General Manager 
in 2001.

Mary took the lead in 
organizing a response to 
the pandemic in the co-
operative movement.  An 
informal survey of NACHU’s 
members revealed that less 
than 10 per cent had seen 
public service announce-
ments about HIV and AIDS. 
In response, NACHU trained 
over 350 co-operative 
members to provide HIV 
and AIDS-related education 

and services. As a result, 
more NACHU members are 
being tested and more 
people are open about 
their HIV status. This leads 
to less stigma and more 
prevention, contributing to 
the Millennium Develop-
ment Goal of halting and 
reversing the spread of the 
disease by 2015.

NACHU members are 
doing many different things 
to address HIV and AIDS 
issues. Some co-operatives 
distribute food for children 
orphaned by HIV and AIDS. 
Others build shelters for 
those left without a home, 
or provide home-based 
care for the sick. 

“Mary works at the 
grassroots level to motivate 
and inspire people, and 
she does the same thing at 
the top,” says Brad Lester 
of Rooftops Canada, a 
Toronto-based non-govern-
mental organization that 
has worked with NACHU 
since1984.

Promoting 
COLLABORATIVE 
REFLECTION AND 
ACTION  

The Ontario Council for 
International Cooperation 
(OCIC) is a coalition of orga-
nizations working globally for 
social justice. 

OCIC encourages the devel-
opment of the Ontario interna-
tional development and global 
education sectors and sharing 
of resources between OCIC 
members by providing forums 
for networking, communications, 
and collaborative reflection and 
action. 

The OCIC HIV and AIDS 
Working Group promotes 
learning on HIV and AIDS 
among organizations and the 
general public.

Take the OCIC Millennium 
Development Goal 
Challenge for a chance  
to win a fair trade prize. 
www.ocic.on.ca


